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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Membership Change — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [11.34 am]: I move — 

(1) That the member for Scarborough and the member for South Perth be discharged from the 
Economics and Industry Standing Committee and the member for Kingsley and the member 
for Geraldton be appointed in their places; and 

(2) That the member for Geraldton be discharged from the Education and Health Standing 
Committee and the member for Eyre be appointed in his place. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [11.35 am]: I will briefly speak to the motion about the movement of 
committee members. We had a brief debate about this last week. There is some shifting going on. I do not object 
to that, but it is interesting. The members for Scarborough and South Perth have performed well on the 
Economics and Industry Standing Committee. They are overworked individuals, I can see. I can see how the 
member for South Perth has aged over the past year or so because of all the work he has had to do and I feel 
terrible for him! I am not referring to the member for Scarborough. To be honest, she looks younger than when 
she became a member. I can see why the member for South Perth would want to be moved from that committee 
because he is an overworked individual. I wish the members for Kingsley and Geraldton good luck in their new 
roles.  

The member for Eyre is to become a member of the Education and Health Standing Committee. That is a good 
appointment. He is a doctor, no less, who no doubt has a great interest in health issues in particular; the member 
for Eyre will be a welcome addition to that committee. The member for Geraldton is escaping from the 
Education and Health Standing Committee. Good luck to him; I am pleased that he has escaped. I am sure that a 
lot of other members would like to escape that committee too, but the member for Geraldton got in first! That 
committee went overseas recently. I do not know whether they travelled to Stockholm, but, judging by some of 
their actions, I think some members of that committee are suffering from Stockholm syndrome! Good luck to the 
member for Geraldton. I am sure that when people ask him how he possibly endured being on that committee, he 
will be able to say, “I was there.” 

I will now make a serious point. I saw the report tabled by the member for Alfred Cove last week. As the 
Chairman of the Education and Health Standing Committee, her speech was totally unrelated to what was in the 
report that she presented. She set up a platform at the table of the house and pulled in the Premier so that she 
could eyeball him while she was giving her presentation. She then proceeded to come out with a range of things 
that were contrary to the recommendations contained in the report of the committee that she chaired. I will say to 
her in here, and other members might say it too, that it is incumbent upon the chair of a committee who presents 
a report that the chair has signed off on to say what is contained in the report, rather than make it up. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Also, what she said was inconsistent with her voting pattern on the Liquor Control 
Amendment Bill in this house. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I thank the member. That is a very good point. It is unusual for a member to give a speech 
that is inconsistent with how the member voted. I appreciate the fact that the member for Geraldton has removed 
himself from the Education and Health Standing Committee. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Is that an act of protest? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is probably the first act of protest the member for Geraldton has engaged in in his life. 
He is such a conservative individual that this is how he protests! 

I would say to the Chairman of the Education and Health Standing Committee in particular, and to other 
committee chairs, that perhaps she should reflect that when she presents serious reports to the house—it is a 
serious issue—she should act like a committee chair should. 

Question put and passed. 
 


